POVERTY AND GRADUATION

HOW YOU CAN HELP

HUNGER. CHRONIC ILLNESS. UNSAFE HOMES.
While all students can face challenges, those who live in
poverty must navigate significant obstacles to make it to
graduation. Last year in Asheville and Buncombe County:
•

More than 14,500 students qualified for free and
reduced lunch. That’s about 52% of our students.

•

Of low wealth students, 17% don’t graduate from
high school.

•

The racial academic and opportunity gap in
our community is at an unprecedented level.
Additionally, gaps continue to exist for english
learning students, economically disadvantaged
students and those with learning challenges.

The long-term effects of not having a diploma can be
profound. As adults, students who don’t graduate are:
•

3 times more likely to live in poverty,

•

6 times more likely to be arrested,

•

and are more likely to have a shorter lifespan 9 years on average.

THERE ARE WARNING SIGNS

A

missing 18 days
or 10% of school

ATTENDANCE

B

2 or more mild or
serious infractions

BEHAVIOR

C
failing a

CORE SUBJECT

like English or math

When a middle school student has ONE OR MORE
INDICATOR, and there is no successful intervention, THEIR
LIKELIHOOD OF GRADUATING DROPS TO 25%.

SUCCESSFUL INTERVENTION IS KEY TO CHANGING
THEIR ODDS, AND WE HAVE A PLAN...

We all benefit when kids in our neighborhoods are
prepared for high school, community leadership, and
ultimately college or career. It may start with a small
step — you may be the reason a child can eat tonight
— but because of you, we will make our community
grow stronger.

VOLUNTEER
1. HOMEWORK DINERS volunteer to welcome
families, serve food or tutor kids at these fun, weekly
events. HANDSONASHEVILLE.ORG/MIDDLESCHOOL/
HOMEWORK-DINERS
2. “WHO GOT YOU THROUGH?” This campaign is
promoting ways you can support kids by volunteering
as a tutor or mentor, one-on-one or in groups.
HANDSONASHEVILLE.ORG/MIDDLESCHOOL

SUCCESSFUL

STUDENTS

STRONG
FAMILIES
ENGAGED

COMMUNITIES

3. JOIN A RESOURCE TEAM Each participating school
hosts a Resource Team. The teams are made up
of volunteers from local businesses, faith groups,
neighborhood leaders and parents. Together, they help
to guide key projects that will support each school
community. Contact our School Partnerships Manager
at (828) 239-1152 or kyle.garrett@unitedwayabc.org.

DONATIONS AND CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS
It takes significant resources to fully implement this
strategy across our community. We can help you find
the best way for your donation or in-kind support
to cover a host of needs. Contact our Resource
Development Manager at 828-239-1049 or
kristina.dionne@unitedwayabc.org.

United Way of Asheville
and Buncombe County

50 S. French Broad Ave, Asheville NC 28801
828.255.0696 unitedwayabc.org

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Supporting students, families
and communities in Asheville and
Buncombe County

unitedwayabc.org/community-schools-asheville

FOUR KEY STRATEGIES HELP US ACCOMPLISH OUR GOALS
EARLY WARNING AND RESPONSE
Our Early Warning and Response System (EWRS), the first of its kind in
North Carolina, connects city and county schools, out-of-school providers,
and volunteers with UP-TO-DATE information on student progress on
attendance, behavior and core subjects. Using the EWRS dashboard, we
can work together to identify when a student is starting to fall off track,
and connect with their family and a professional network of supportive
adults to take quick action.

WHO GOT YOU THROUGH?
A neighbor. A coach. A favorite aunt or uncle. Who helped you get
through middle school? We’re recruiting a “second-shift” of caring
adults to help students stay on track towards long-term success.
Volunteers can work in the schools or with local nonprofits, one-on-one
or as a team.

SHARED VISION, COMMON GOALS

Every young person deserves an equal opportunity to
reach his or her fullest potential; graduating from high
school ready for college, career and community.

HOMEWORK DINERS
Homework Diners are a dynamic, comprehensive strategy that surround
students and their families with a continuum of coordinated support
including: tutoring, opportunities to build parent-teacher relationships,
a free and nutritious meal, connections to community and workforce
readiness resources.

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Students and families living in poverty face significant
barriers to educational success and a healthy life.
Additionally, middle school can be a tough time with
significant social, emotional and physical changes taking
place all at once.
No single individual or organization can accomplish widescale community change alone. We are stronger and
more powerful when we work together. That’s what the
community school strategy does - it helps bring people
and resources together to tackle big issues differently.

THE ASHEVILLE BUNCOMBE MIDDLE GRADES NETWORK

United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County, Asheville
City Schools, Buncombe County Schools and more than
40 community partners are implementing the community
school strategy to ensure support for student, family and
community success.

DISTRICT-WIDE HUBS OF SERVICE
Working with schools and a network of service providers, United Way
organizes resources that will support the health, education and financial
stability of THE WHOLE FAMILY AND NEIGHBORING COMMUNITY.
Using the middle school as a district-wide hub for services, we can find
new ways to address the needs of the community.

COMMUNITY SCHOOL COORDINATORS are placed on middle school campuses to foster and organize strong
impactful partnerships and ensure we are responding to the unique needs of their school and community.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR WORK: unitedwayabc.org/community-schools-asheville
Asheville Buncombe

MIDDLE GRADES

NETWORK

United Way of Asheville
and Buncombe County

